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' ; On tlie front page olLo Matin Jm- irarcli 1 tliese wonls were 
punted in, hold type.. people of Paris^ on this day-—so near 
- the cbnnneittoratiou of the Cominnue—could read this hiessage 
'and TiiKlerstand iits__true sigtiiii^aWce. Yet "there has been no 
'political uprising, no cnup. d'Hnt. What had happened was 
nothing more than a Strike of 1^) employees in the electrical 
industries. And in this comparatively small event a j)ap^ like 
Le d/atin- could ,spe that Paris ‘'is?' apijroacliing -.the Social 
Revohrtioii. • . • • . • — 

Let iis try to understand the real meaning of. it all. . The' 

■ Syndicalist—-.that is, the Trade. Union—-mp-venjeut in France hasiA 
within the last few years assumed a different character fropi ^hat- 
still held hy the Unions- in ■ England.' In this, countI'y Parlia- 
•mentary repreHehtation is largely occupying tlie attention of the ' 
organised workers;; in France th is phase of the La liour movement 
isi rapidly .passing away, and is- giving idace to a new method of 
defence agaiilst capitalist exploihition; a met luid that will eveh- 
, tually—as is beginning^ to he cleairly'understood'bbth by the.' 
workei-s and the masters—end in exprdpriatfon. Direct Action 
in place of political action] the' strike in place of the ballot box ; 
Jliis is the order of the day with the' French workers at the 
'' 'present time., . , - '' ^ • 

With these new tactics Lahour struggles are now animated 
, by a spirit that .was-not to',be found in tlicise of the past. We . 
neeA hot that all importaiit strikes have had their inllueuce 
in teaching the workers their weakness and their streu.gth. But 

■ with the new developments Labour is leiirniug wherein Ats real 
strength lies. It no longer endangers its spilduUty by*leaving 
eA-erything in the hands of political time-servers and iiiterestetl 
busy bodies. Understanding that the capitalist‘must be'treated 
as an'opj)onent, apd becoming individually v more and more 
consciaijs-of the respousibUities'dl: each in the ecohymic struggle, 
the Avorkers in France are disp>layiug a co'urage and an intelligence 

■. that capitalism,^ backet! hy a “ democratic ’? Cioverumeiit witlr a. 
Clenienceau at its-head, cannot con(juer. ■ 

The strike of the_electrical Avorkers-of Paris Is a reA'elatini^,to 
^ the Trade Unionistsi of all. nations. Sucli orgaiiisatioii, sufh 
decisive action Came as a thanderl>olt, not only to the .dapilalists 
' and the GbA'erumeTit, hut also tmthose hi the ranks of IjaTiour' 

] • AA'lio stupidly imagine the ljest Avay to pjnparc a strikt' is to allitAV 
a feiv fussy ofliciaLs—‘‘ leaders tfiey are. called precisely liecanse 
theysire-l^ehiiid tlie—rank and lile-—to advertise theiuselres in ^ 
their haste to x>abHsb thejr “ phuipf campaign.V which'is “ care¬ 
fully considered by the employei;:^ while he cahulyJakes his tnvu 
measiifes to entrench lij^ i>oaitioii. ->Such a.u example Ai'as giA-en 
’ill the ipcehf strilte of hoilermakers .in the Xorth.of England, 
Avhere t^ie emlovers sinipl'y played Avith tlie men Avbo hail slioAvn 
. their hand AA^eks liefofe"'the strike.. And AA'hilo these, “loyal 
slaA'es in'their lilindiiess Avere expressing, their solicitude lesi tbe 
King should be inconvenienced by the strike^ the pinpltiyers, liaxL 
them absolutely by the throat, and kneAv that these sLw-Avfhe.d . 
mortals had their faipls tied up iii investments that could not be 
touched. ,' ,-j' 

As to the deeper significance' of the JAri.s strike,, that Avas 
made manifest by the intervieAA's. AVitI^.hc chief orgiinisers 
■■ published ill We gKe here as hrielh'.as po.ssiblejhe 

■ chief pohitn'-of jflieir remarks.. • 

Pataud, general, secretary of the Eyudicat des .TraA'ailleurs 
.. des Industries Electriques, says frankly that fhe gang' of 
monopolists, avIio control; the electrical supply of Paris iiiust 
undei'stand t)ie workers are' no longer a negligible fpiantity, but 
a very imporl^t element in the problem Avliich hus.to lie solved. 
As to tlib ■ i^ei>lacing of fhe ’AA’‘orkers hy the military, he , 


.h I 

excEhns : “ Is it not the t loA'crnment Avh'o are forcing" on anti- 
militarism l)y throAA’ing the soldiery into, tlie strikes, either for 
1 irnta I suppression or to rejihvcetlm. strike I’M y . .• . AVpil, tiiis 

isequiA'alent to depriA'ing u’s of our right tA; strike, and Avill oblige 
u^ to rt^sort to “ ^I’bat AA’liich has been accomplished,^ 

in onr particular industry,” - he concludes^ “ caii.!it not also he 
iiccoiuplished hy our felloAAWorkersin'QtherinixAortant inthistries ; 
amongst tbe gas-AA’orkers -and railAA'ayii,ieu, for eA'^niple ? 'Tbat 
AA'ould be at once an , economic revolulio.n;-I'ly means more' 
certain than'',.-the -bad gnus und ineffectiAy barricades of our 
forefathers'.” ' ' ‘ , * ■ ■■:■■■■ 

l^iss6rieii, the assistant secretary, also si)oke, strongly as t6 
the necessity of the strike. The evasive replies of the Prefect 
and certain- of the CouiiciHors,made it clear, he says, that financial 
influences held sivay at the' Hotel de ^Tllc. W¥lh the strikers 
AA'ere no leaders,, no place-hunters, po farcical poIitk‘ianR—|hc 
cause of all the checks an'd defeats m Labour*struggles..^ They 
;AAiere siinjily a union of workmen conscious of tlicir dutj'', and 
.’prepared to carry ^it'out at a.ll costs , ^fhey midei’stood! the 
methods of direct action. ’Thdy also'understood that* in alTthis '] 
Avealth claimed by the coiniiany theii' labour Avas . incorporated, *- 
and they'asked for their share. “A¥hen the AA'orker, standing 
before the Avealth he has' Created, feels-the pangs of 'h-iinger, lie 
Teplies to the crime of the .capitalist Avith just reprisals.” - 
- vSp.ifcc does not permit us to cpiote rtlie equally clear rin;d 
'forcible conclusions draAvn from-tlie strike liy such afdent AATirkers 
in the cause as Griffuellies and Merrheiin, but for English rfeaiUrs' 
we mus.t not omit the important con'chtsioiis' drdAVn-byWvetot, 
secret ary of'the Gonfederatiou GenSrale (In Travail. • 

He hegiiw-hy iiointing out the adA'antag(js of the general 
strike. _‘VTlrQ..,geiieral strike,.AA’ithoiit harricades, Avithout the 
-spilling of blood, is’the certain and all-poAverful arm of the 
ReA-olutiiDii. .Putting out the lights lia.s sriiriciHl to iiiake''oui* 
ox>XK)ne.ntsf.begin to see clearly. The - electricians Avero 'hot 
ingenuous.enough-to lielieve timt theiioliticiaus had help(id their'.' 
success in any AVijv. ■ The, me mice of direct action ha(l dnm' all. 
l!et the x’J*^‘’pl® organise themselves'alone, without, tjie xinlhif^lnnsj— 
aAA'ayfrom the x>oliticiaiis, in RX''de. of the -politicians. , 
electricians l.iaiX countc^d ujicju the ‘ elect{al,’..,.,wh() aaouIcV luu'e 
Xireached-i’atihnce, Iuiao demanded blind confidence in'themsehos, 
and, then lu-iA'(i lulled them to shiei)-, they AA'tnihl huA'o lx.'on tluxted,' 
Buf they lyhed for theiuselves ; they are the strongest A 

Yin? tbe -Kreiicb‘electricians AAOre iiitelligeht enough In take 
full adA'aptage of the new I’orce.s that'oi-gaijlsation and t'X]>erieiiec 
TniA'e in their [laiid^. /I'o the nmrilerous AVcaiions of tbe 

.rulei'!^ and exploiters the-wbrlter aiisivei'K Avith tlie jaoivf/ Aveapoii ' 
of tlipAt'‘dte ill all the A’aric^fl 'rormsit can assiuiie as the struggle 
Hiifeiisifii's. Ami leu ns .clear nuu; in in ds of sophisms. _ Ipi e\'ery 
'xiliasQ ,aud,. dflaxilopmeni. of these tactics ' Lid Kiur, and IAIkuii' 
aloiie, Blamls bn inoral gvouiv^. If it lays doAA’n il.s tools to 
gain a little more food, a litlloimnrt' frecdnii'jrl'or tlm toil(‘);s, that 
is a moral^-t. df ca' canny ” is the .order of the day, thatds a 
'mural act—doing as you AA'ould-he .donehy. If .'<((/jfj/Uf/(Mnust 
he used, that also is a moral act, ‘fin ansAA'i,’*!' to llic brute ibree of 
the oiixiressors Avitli a roA'olt of tin? inora}^ nature of; the worker, ^ 
AA'hose ml atioi iship to his- Avo rk is-outraged at.’the ,i>oiiit of 
the Ijfrj'oiier or thF niiuitb oUthe niaeluue gum Whatiwer the - 
' conse([nences, the resxMjiisihility'-AA'ill rest, must rest, Avith the ■ 
ruling class. ^* 

One cannot hut exx)res.s adipiration at the bold action iwid the 
clear insight of these organisere,■ aa'Iio hav'c AA’orked lliroiigh gnod 
;aiid ill re])ut.e to ednente their felloAV -Workers Tii tlio lU'W tactics- - 
of Tnuk'UijioiTism. When Avill the English AA'orke-rs h^arii to_ 
make a new'departure'V 'Here they, are' ridiculed by the ruling 
classes; in France they are feared, a'nd cA'cm a Radical'jiaper can 
see t'hey are “ marching ttwards fhe iSocial UeA'olilition.*’ 

* Literally, “ careless work," But as careless work leads to misliaps and disasters, 

ia rifjw uBflerstfiod by tho inasters as a inenut’e that may endanger 
the whole of their maohinery.'of prodiietioh. It h ah act of d'pfensi^e war in 
roply to aggreasri^e war. ^ 
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(From Tem‘p& Nouvmvm^ 

On August 2.7 of last year (1906) General Kiiin was shot ’dead by belonging to the upper classy and ignorant of the history of 


exacted'Eu&'sIHn! only frotn him, would gaze’at. me with sad, forlorn eyes. 
“ Why may I not speak my own' language wlieh I am between these 
walls ? This wf^s the silent question hwould read, indiis'-wistfail eyes. 
How painful it was .*,to hear j'oung people, of 17 .or 18 years of age, 

eir own 


a young Russian girl, ^inaide Honopliarinikova, whilst waiting, f-or a 
train at the Petei'hof Railway Station. On September 9 thA mtirt- 
martial took place, and two j days later, September 
executed. 

The following is the deelaratjion she 


9 the eoiirt- 
11, she 'was 


i’ace,’fnll as this ■was of atiri'ing deeds and events, reciting instead the, 
struggles between the Olgovitches and Rurikovitches. I cannot say, 
recalling*these facts, that it is not, useful Fpr two neighbouring races to 
■leafri the history and language of each '■other—all I do say ,iu that, 
thanks to this method of Russification, the developmeiit qf the'-country 



... read to her judges at her trial, 

It epitomises tlie snbfin^e devotion for the cause of the people,-the has been retiirded by many years, 
courage and holy- hVa- that cliariefcm-ises the younger militants in Ihe *' Afterdaaving worked thus for one .year iri Livonia, I was next atijopg 

Russian revolt, mising them far above the rebels of the French*or of Russian population in the district of Peterhof, in the Government 

almost any other revolution. ' ' - ■ of St. Peteisburg. The conditioiis under which I now foui^d myself 

were the following:—In front of the school'lived the gendarme; 

I am a member of the Revolutionary 
fiaoment I belong actually to the 
operating in the northern cli.stricfcs. I 
compelled me to this deed are the following:— 

Eveiyone remembers, I think, those days in December- when at 
Moscow'Jiirjn and RImane acted as though,in an euerny's country.' I 
will .not Ithge'r upon those -days ; much has been said, inuch written 
about them, both in the papers’and in tlie reviews ; .whole books have 
been de.dicated to them. ■ Briefly, in JMoscow hundreds of persons were 
butchered, , ■ , . '. 

And why, one asks, were these per-sons in Moscow |bubchered 
Because the'peopl'^, crushed heneathi'igiiora.uce and 
the ppoyoeativ^e manifesto of Nicolas If, and the rea 
the Government—because the dared to 

of revolt ngainst their opplessors and per.secutors. I shot Minri .because 
'he was the murderer of these insurgents, of revolted men fighting for 
liberty, the murderer of those iunocent beings wJiq^ blood liad bathed 
the streets of Moscow. . - , ' . _ ' 

During his intervals of inactivity Minn occupied himself ’Vi-th the 
education of hia soldiers. He-tiied to beoe«ao*'i’KitimfLbe.with- them, to' 
exercise direct influence upon them, to rouse iti ^ theni sentiment’s of 
servile submission and blind devotion to a ciiminal. Government'. He 
thus form.ed them.into.futureparricides and fratricides. I killed Minn 


in character,‘the chanter reported to the inspector, that‘.^.bhe school 
teacher occupied herself in giving lectare.s and ‘ explanations ’ whibh 
have'nofTliiJg to do with school v'^prk." ' The ' popo-informed the proper 
department that the teacher; was' fomeutiug sectarian Bch.isms/waa 
.spreading Tolstoy ism and corrupting youth. If I GOntriverl plays for_ 
the people, the gendarme or the police sergeant would .put'in an 
.appearance. • ■ ^ 

Five years have passed since tho^e events, . Owing to the reports, I 



Go ii li'Cil. d i.s m issed m e.. 

I left the profession of teaching with little I'egret. In the various 
tiiru.s of fortune that'have marked my life I have become c'ouwineed, gf 
the following facts :—I cannot share with the people eyeu ‘tlie- meagre 
knawlei^ge that I posses.s, I caunob open their eyes to;the'situation, I 
cannot bring home to tliena the real causes'of their mise.ry, I saw that 
under such, conditions it is ,no longer*':possib]:e*to believe i-n the peaceful, 
intellectual and'moral development of uKih (as the pedagog.ues say). I 
nndeirstood the necessity of first, ereatin'g conditions that will, perijoib^ 
manleV‘“orS"srmer^^^^^^^^ generalhlevelopmejit of the'human, race. I'became- 

iier with'an effective hetred of the movement tor coneeioos of the neceesity^to strnggle ngamst the autoon.ticnnd govern- 
■ ' mental tyranny, against despotism. T became a revolutionist. 


because', .as com 
the pensan^ soldier 
freedom. ; 

Like Ivaj 3 j^the''Tei'rlbl'e, Nicolas 'II. has surrounded himself with 
satellites. The Minns of Moscow, the Orloffs of the Baltic, the Trepoflp,' 
organisers of progroms. enci«il.eJiis_throrue.-. Their hands have bean- 
steeped in the blood of the people. In shooting one .of the satellites of 
Nicolas Romanoff, I wished to reimind him that, like his .■supporters, his 
throne may full. ' ' . - ^ 

During my examination I^'vvas asked who gave us "the rigdib to kill. 
A member of the Revolutionary Socialist Party, I answer as did my 
comrades who preceded me: the party has decided to reply "to 
the 'White but sai'igiiinaryTerror of- the Government . by the 
And 


' 'Shortly after' I had^ been dismissed, from my profession- I was 
.arrested. They kept me iii a remand prison and a fortress for altogether 
about a year. I was then released, only two weeks later to be re-arrested. 
This time I was kept in prison for eight months. On being freed for 
the sefcpnd time I fled.abroad; then, returning .to Russia, I worked as 
a-member of'the Revolutionary Boc'ialisfc Party.. In consequence of 
my, imprisonment and persecutidn, the .revolubionary spirit,took firm 
■ hold of me. J understood that the- Czar, if not a tyrant and^a,despot, 
waS;at least the instrumerit neces.sary for reducing the people to slavery, 
From'the Russian point of view, to govern signifies to pillage, to burn, i 
to,kill. -Thediistoiry of the Russian peo pJi?.v i's -written from aun'als,of 
bloodj T savv that the autocralie, and .bureaucratic supei’^jtrucb.ures 
rerpJi'i'ued standing .solely by'virtue,p-f'thg power of force,.the White 
but sanguinary Terror manipulated by tho.se who rule the adirrinistriition. 
Life itself had led me to' the conviction that one can‘create nothing 
• new without fi'rst de.stroying what is old, that if ideas cannot be 
repulsed by bayonets neither can bayonets be repulsed by idea,s'alone. 

I became a Terrorist. 


now bi'eahhitig ib.s last. 



give'freedoin to the people. Bub, while'granting' privileges with pne 
hand, with 'the other it .seii^^oi'midable expeditions against the 


, .Red Terror-/ lAnd as I come from, the people '(I am' of 
_ humbie origin,' my father was a soldier, m}'' .mother a peasant), 

I would' ask you,, speaking the same language as these people,, 
who gave you the right'to keep tis for centuries in ignorance and .mise^ry, 
to immune us in prisons, to exile us,_to send us into penal servitude, bo 
hang and shoot us by. dozens, to slay us'by the heridred ? .- Who gave 
you that right ? You tocjk'it yourselves, b,y the.right of the strongest; 
you have sanctioned it by Jaws invented by yourselves the clergy-have 
consecrated this .right. , BuTh'ow .there has risen a new r^t, t he ri gh t- 
of the common people, unqiiestiotfably 
You have begun a struggle unto death 

well know that the loss of yours means individual loss to yoifrselves, 
since^you are nourished by it as the jackal Js by.cavrion. And we who 

• come of the'people, who fight for the freedom of the people^-we feel . , fm ■ ^ • i c 

within ns the strength and the right to struggle for our tubure welhire, ,7,. ^'’ ^ - r j m ‘ 

arms-in hand, against you—against you,-the. representatives, or tne . „ r. 

autocratic and bureaucratic regime, _- _ ' ^ ' 

As regards piy biogVaphy I will be brief. =■ ' ' > 

From the school bench, from the teachers’'.se'liiiu'ary, I was sent to■ 
teach in a lost corner'o'f'Li'v'oiiia, a’mongthe Esbhotiians, in a ministerial 
school. The Govei‘ument was occupying itself with the Russification of 
the Ba(ltic provinces. For 'this pur-pose it had’'instituted ruiiiisterial,,., 

.schools, stafled by Russian mule 'and female teachers, ip order- that 

instruction should be -given exclusively in Russian. I'he tonntry in , .i —• ■ c ^ 'c 

whfch I w,« obliged to teaeli was,not ver> ett.-aotive ; on three sides Fm.e.ple--oI oompulsory- e*p«pi..at,on of-- 

-the-forest, in front a lake-Pei/.s. A reg.arded Nature, the outlook F'vate ownersh.p m land The propr.etor^ orted out, those who held 

I'nd aspens. The^misery of .the inhabitants ■'O'"'' the ad.nm.str.at.on moved, and the Duma was dnsso ved. 

' released from' No'w once more.we endure anew a period of repres-sion. .But all tne 
effbi'ta of "'"the Government {ire futile. Neither'repression, nor arrests, 

flepoi'tafcion,■ nor punitive expeditions, nor 


the country. The. people grew-no calmer. The Goverrinieut decided 
to call together the Duma “to prop up the rotten supports.” But 
neitlier theorganisuig of Black Gangs, nor 'other intrigues.,and plots 
of the Government could, manufacture a'Conservative and Monarchist 
Dnfiia. The Duma assembled. It was Liberal. For som'e tiine the 
Goyeniment,'tolerated the just 'attacks lim-led at it by the Duma'— 
arrows do 'not always reach their mark —but Governmental •animus 
overflovved when the “ doutnisi ” decided, to,place an appeal before..tli6 

prim 
The 


was melancholy : tip trees p'nd aspens. 

was frightful, 'they hati. no , land. They- iiad—been re 
serfdoWhy. I'believe, Alexander II., but they had no land. 


from' 
All the 


■without struggling foi' a better futur.e-^hbw can they Jive on without 
a single ray to brighbeh that future, -to illuminate theiiv-spmbre 
horizon ? . . ■ ... 

But outside the school I couldi ejo nothing I did nob know the 
language of the E.sthonians. Wifcliin the school walls I suflered, nob 
physically bii.t moi'ally. All instruction had to be given in Russian. 
How painful it g^;e>v.rbp see the way in which a little pupil, when ,I 


the manner t5'y, 
' iri the torture 

chamber, wherever I* may di'e, but oiie thought will poske.s.s me : Fare¬ 
well, my people,- to wliom I-have bee'n able bo give so little of my life ! 
I dle.belie’ifing-that the days ara near— . 

• * * “ When the tremblirig throne shall fall, , , ^ 

When-o'er Russia’s steppes shrill rise 
Tlie golden sdn of Liberty.” 

(^^igned) j Z, y. KoNOPLiiriNiKOVA. 

-■■■.' . r' '. ■ v,” ' 
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FATHER’^ VAUGHAN AND’ HIS' BLAB, 


. . Father Yaughan (thoBgh why they* call him ‘'father ■'•’ as 
tricky to,say, f(^i; his-very religion denies him that blessing) liras 
been having' a-no-^lier go at the “smart set/’ ^This time it has, 
been on that very important subject: “Truth.” “Well, we are 
not going. to jobject* to Y'a'bgjian telling _ this “ smart set,” so 
called, wjjat he thinks of .them.; But it is difficult to conceive 
how he has dared, tp say as much as he has from the pulpit, 
especially so on' the matter of truth speaking. --If society 'to-day 
•is made up of one string of lies—who is to blame ? The Church. 

• And, to say the.least, it seems odd that a priest should harangu^ 
his foolish victims, because. they, are not. scrupulous enough in 
telling ,the truth. We say it seems odd for the sole fact that 
the institution to which the pi'iest belongs does.not—and-cannc^;, 
—tellijlie truth. Lies, tit matters not how big, have been the only 
. means of keeping up such an institution as the Ghurch. If the 
Church were to tell the truth, and uothi_n^__._hiit the truth, its^ 
foolish followers would soon become sensible people, for tliey* 
would, learn that that ever menacing bogey “ authority ” is 
■ nothing more nor less than a wild phantom. And a phantom 
created and upheld, to the detriment of. human- happiness, by 
that very Church. First came the “ authority of-the Church 
then came that of the - kings—or dn truthful language, that of 
brutal plunderers—twhose greait allj'has always been the Church ; 

' then came that of Government, always until late years in some 
countries allied to that same Church. .Bub if Government in 
some countries has separated from the Church, it does not maEfe 
ope iota of difference.^ The cpjalities of the mother are,,^there 
just'the same; those cursed qualities whereby by lying it has 
enslaved its subjects, spiritually and materially. .. . 

’ . Yes,-Yaughau-might do worse than start to speak the truth 

himself. The Church has fold too many lies already. But, for- 
Junp;tely, the people are I'O read through the liu'es,"and. 

healthy consequence "Has 'been a'decreas.e pf worshippers of- 
ai| abstract G-od; Well, the Churches child—Government—has 
likewise told too many lies, and we trust that soon—and very 
soon—people will in this case also begin tp read!_thr6ugh' the- 
lines. We shall then have no more worshipping of phantoms, 
and that bogey “authority” will‘be as dead and as harmless as 
Methuselah himselfAnd-only then'will human beings realise 
_ v|hat life ig—fpr they will be"-free- • G. G. .- 

' - . * * * ■ . ■ ' 

; ' THE' FOUGERES STRIKE. ' 


During the whole length of the c.ojiflict thefunds of the strike 
—were maints^ined by4he gpeneiqus-syBipa4;h5M^the-pr^aHis atioa s , — 
so that “ Communal saup ” remained''abundant all the time. 
As a result .of the strike the financial * gain to the workers wag 
small. As a re,ward for their peacefuL attitude, one of tiiera wa,a 
murdered by the son of an employer. Sora^ also tried to make 
political capital out of the strike by praising the ballot-box as 
the'best means to gain their ends. But hap-pjlwthereis a,gi?feaf, - 
a beautiful lesson to be drawn, from this ptriKm - Owing'to the 
initiative of the Bourse du Travail of L^al, the organisation of 
the Communist soup ‘liitchens ha.s been as perfect as could 

■ be. wished. 0 w-itig toHhe admirable devotedness of ’ hundreds 

of in6tt and women, dry wood was cut, meat and vegetables were 
cooked, and food was distributed on the'largest scale possible. 

Yet ,for another reason the strike of Fougures will have its. 
place in the annals of the working class, movement. Owing to 
the intelligent initiative of Comrade ■ Bougaudj of/the* Bourse 
du Travail of Rennes, seVeral hundreds, of children of strikei’s" 

■ wei’e sent away into the families 'of other workers. At Rennes, 

Laval, Rouen, Pari^, efcc., there were many ..more deihands ipr* 
children ■ than , very where they were treated most 

- tenderly. At Paris festivals were given in -their honour and for 
-their. benefit. Nothing more i^hau their exodus contributed 
to the universal current of solidarity towards the, strikers. 

For our guidance in the emergency of the vast npheayals 
that/may occur in the ’ future, we may hint here that such 
initiative t^ken.-by the workers of a nation for the help of .the 
strikers of'a neigh boar-nation would largely contribute fcp 
strengthen and intensify the universal solidarity of the working 
class. English',* German, Italian, Spanish and French com¬ 
rades, let’ns bear in mind the moral of the strike at PoughrCs, 
and put it in practice at the fii-st opportunity. ' j 

■ A.. Pk. 


Neyer before in our capitalistic^French papers'has a conflict 
between Labour and Capital been reported and illustrated with 
such careful attention. . Never before have the timid journalists . 
so openly taken the side of .the strikers. 

"What is the real cause of thisuniikial display of generosity ? 

■ At first, the rights, bf tffe workers were so dbviPus that'assuredly 
. the majority ot the public would have -hlamed the pi'ess for an 
attitude of hostility. Secondly, the.- men_ remained as^ quiet as 
could be all the /ime, and tne«-vrriters'‘jfeund In-'this “ model 
strike ” the most magnificent example of a passft^e attitude ever.. 
given to the working classes. They tried-to inislead the workers 
by praising their peaceful'temper. And thediilies ”|were 
largely helped in doing so by' a lot of remorseless “red' Par¬ 
liamentarians. Daring three'months Deputies and jouimalists 
cunningly congratulated the workers “ for their having struck 
without any kind of violence.” ” . - 

The strike had its origin in'the fact thatj'jn accordance with 
alterations in. machinery, ma-nyi male'and' female workers werei- 
compelledto stop work, and that newly-created factories opened 
their doors to the rmemployed, paying them a much lower rate 
of wages than the former factories. At first the secretary of- 
the Bourse du Travail of Fougri’es“‘-aud'the Syndicate ,pf the- 
boot-workdi's thought it good tactics to ask for an increase in 
“wagesTrotn factory "to factory:—But-after the elaboration of a 
general tariff for all ,of the factories by the ‘'Syndicat jaune,^^ 
and the'failare of the negotiations with the employer Pitois, the' 
workers decided to adopt a new general tariff, hijgher in wages 
than that of. the " Syndicat jaune.”. Informed of this, the 
Syndicate of employers immediately answered it by threatening 
the strikers with a general lock-out of 'the' twenty-two boot 
i^actoriek under a week’s notice.. _ In doing so't hey^ ad I’eckoned 
■that .the 1,50.0 men who belopged to'the Boot-workers U'nion 
would have been instantly OTOi’whelmed by the 0,000 people out _ 
of it. On the contrary, a mass mee^Pg of the workers was held 
at the market-place,, and theI'e 4,000 workers outside the Union 
agreed unanimously with 1,000 Syndicalists in their decision to ^ 
• abandon work immediately. 


PLENTY FOR A’. 


Plenty .far a’ is nae idle dream 
' While th'e fruits o' oor toil sae jabundantly teem 
Ne’er a sowl i’ this war! need hanger ava, ■ 

For if richtly dividit there’s plenty for a’. 

There is bread, ia abundance that each ane micht share. 
There’s plenty o’ claes an’ hooses tae spare, . ‘ . 

An’ tho^ bairfited barnies maun tread the cauld sbaw, ' 
There are boots in galore—^^there’s a pair for them a’. 

Our “ tight little island ’’ris weel tae the front . 

I’ the scrain’le for riches^—^he fierce Mammou-hant-; ■ 
Faith, I’m te 11’d she’s tlK^ richest this warl’ e’er saw, 
Yet millions- njaun sterve i’ the midst o’-it a’. ^ 

But sic terrible scandal nae doot has a cause, 

An’ that cause is jilonopoly upheld by laws— 

Laws o^ei’ which the workers a-ye stumble an' fa’, 
•While the ijile rich revel in plenty for a’. . . ■ 

Nae a single industry but they haein hand, ' 

Frae the ^nis^’Jbanks tae 4he prod-uoe o’ land, ~ 
While we h'ew tlie wood an' tbO" water' we 
An’ contentedly sterve amid plenty for a’. 

Think o’ him we ea’ landlord, whaman n h aehis rent, 
Ere labour on agriculture be spent, ■ ■ ‘ 

■ Gin twa-thii'ds o’ ilk shillin’ gangsj.ntae hia^^^^J 
Its nae won’er WG sterve amid plenty ,foiv.a’. 

\ ' . * t 

■ S'yne-tliere’s the capital (i.c., the tools), 

I’ his heart he maun think-us a’assets an’ fools,.' 

. While h'e and his cleek hae tlieir fit on the ha’, , 
Starvation’s oor dc^om tho’ there’s plenty for a’. 

An’ the priest,'ah ! he too has a ban’ 'i’'the'pie, 

'Wi’ his yarns o’ salvation i’ the mansions on high. 

He has shor’d us sae weel wi’ the Lord an’ the law, - , 
.We complacently'sterve amid plenty for a’. - ; 

. O’ political h'umbugs'lets ever beware. 

They raise up oor hopes but tae fa’ i’ despair,' ' ■ 

Oor freedom they'crib while they blin^ us wi’ jaw., 

An’ they keep themselves canty wi' x>lenty for a’. 

. ^ut baud.ye, my inaistefs, juist keep on yer hair, 
Bricift day is noo dawnin’ an’ by it we swear, - 
‘ That the bit that’s nac ukie we’ll yet gat -ye claw, 

We’ll nae-sterve for aye when there’s plenty for a’, 

Edlnhirfjh. , , ■ - _ ' • 


G. 'R. 


* Itclue. 
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FREEDOM. 


Mai’ch-April, ^1907 



-t-ecc? 


A JO'JJiNAL-. OP ANAKOHIST (.OJJ.M‘o-AlaJl. 


Monthly, One P$nny} post fret, l^d,; • 17.5. A., 3 Cenfs, 


France, 15 Centimes, 
_ A __ 


.riii.ist feel. ?iboiit iis, ivlxo have sent a ivitclieiier to tea>cli tliem 
how to love tlieir neift'llJ'Wtffs /is thebiselveH.: As. to what a 
(leceiit-inindeil Chinaman thinks of t.'hristian ICngland pocketing 
two niiliions a year*out of the opium ;tmfficjht would |n.o doubt 
require Chine^re lahfi’uafl:eto express. ' .' ' 


Ajoma? 5 u 6 ffcryj/»oft, x>Dst free, Is. 6 d.; U.H.A., 36 OeiitiS; Frauce^lfr. 80 c. 
Foreign auljscriptioiis slioii'ld bo sent by luterafttioiial Money Order. 


Whbtesttle Is. 4d. 


per (fttire of 27, carriage ftee to all parts. 

to be ad^ressed'iS 


A ll COM!wutnicafions, exchanges, t&c., for “ Fbkedom 

THE MANAGER, 12 Z:i)ssUlston Street,'N.W'. 


The Etlitors arc not jieeessarily iri agreement with signed articles 


- ^ofirv SuOifcribfi.rs .—IC tliore is a jblucTiiark against thin notict^ ypiir subsei’ip-. 
tiou is iliHs tf\id mustbf’Rtnit before next^montli if you wish tn go on rccwvingtliep.aiKMv 




A Dkht'Uxpaip. ; * 

. Major Choates, il.P., happened to speak the truth when, at the 
afiiuial fe&tival of the' United Kingdom Ihiilwtiy Oflicers and 
8en''!iuts Ass^qciution, li'e said he was afraid thp xjubjic‘ did.iiot 
do their dut^^ by the railwayman. He woxild-have been speaking 
an even greater truth if he had said the companies robj injure, 
and (indirectly) kill them. “The whole of .the railway servant^ 
of tliis country,” he remarketl, •“ down to the huniT)lestplatelayer, 
were possessetl with a spirit firunswerviug loyalty to duty.” AMe 
agree, and wejask what better.urgmneiit could there l)e in favour 
of socialising ;the whole of Oiir railways ? 


ifere is a splendidly - 


Honey and Pusfiit Order.*! .shoidd be in ado payable T.ETfKeell. .oiganised body of Avorkers, inspired with the highest sejise of 
. duty.If we .could ti;rii out the thie viug (1 irectors ' and the 

' ‘ 1'.. gra.spiug sharehohlers, and assure to tliese overworked arid' 




CuiMK AND 'CoURf moX. ’ 

T.lie 'riunv trial in America and the AVhiteley case in England 
will iirobably sow more. cnvniptioii„ and lie responsible for 
iniinitely more hartg' to society than either .of tire nieu Avhose 
acts have, brought. them Avithiu the clutch^ of the laAv. ' 'I'lie 
farinerjcase in. particular iriust luiA'e aroused a mass of mo ibid 


underpaid railway shu'es reasonable honks and a share of all tlifit 
life needs to make, it healthy ’and human, would they not in 
retiu'ii give us a service beside which llie^present muddle Avould 


be regiirded as'a relic of the dark ages.’: 


‘ .1 


curiosity that bvill bear Hs evil fruit, long .after tlie case 


is forgotten. 


One’s feelings of disgu.st at the cullmis and lirutal 
exam.i'uatiou of.-witnc.sses by the legal jackals avIio. simply 
. revel ih ijricking the nlcei'.s of a . rotten society j_s not lessetted 
because many ;of' those involved iii the case sire _Avretehe.d 
Ij^'Hsites and ,.morally diseased. There, is here no atteinpt 'to-' 
discover and reniOA;e the. ultimate social cause of this crime ajid 
T corruption. -The Avliole ,-case.is .siij^Aly an orgie-of shameless 
.■ hypocrisy, iuv AA'bicli the ;'law •driiiks’Tts fill and pnclcets its fee. 
•Sfeanwhue the people, sillier, the moral contamination without 
. realising that the onfrageous extreuies of pOAierty; and Avealth 
inevitably pi’oduce men of die White tj'pe nnd supply his yictims.- 


■Wlio ARK TUK .CULMl.N'AI.S? • . 

.. A little reflection over AvhaJ; we see passing for justice in 
our, coin'ts of law makes it easv to uiiderstaiid the terrihlfe curse, 
Td by Sli^lleyTt the hiAv lords of his day— 

By thy most killing sneer, and by thy smile, - 
By all the acts ajid snares of thy black den, * ■ " 

And—^for-thon canst outiveep the crdcodile- 


BkIT.AIN’s Bb.ACkbKUS. ‘ . 

There‘is a black disgrace" hanging oA'er tlie Tjaljour nutvement 
of Enghunl, a*disgrace that ought 'to, take, souiepf the conceit 
ouLof a people Avlio, ui their insidar stupidity, have regarded 
tliemseh-e-s as the Salt of the earth. -Mow is it, aa'C ask, that no 
eiforts have been made by the “ leaders ”• to stop the outragt^ noAV 
being pgrpHrirted• liy British blacklegs at Hamburg? Is the 
lionour of Lilbour iuttUing to these mouthing M.B.’s? .Are \ve 
; tobeyoniFaTiiarKm of strike-lireakerS Avliile these dambes of the 
Jiabotir Party, paid to guard the cause of- the workers, shoAA' tlus 
cowardly iudihereuee to the real economic struggle raging outside 
their gilded chamber"? Ib'ery possible' protest should baA'e lieen 
made.by those AA’ho./Avere in tlie best position tii make such 
demonsttrations ellectiA'e.. Tnst^ul of this, \\;e find Ilardie A Co. 
venting maudlin sentimentalities over the Kev.,- ilountebank 
(’ainphell, who has eonie to potter with the T.iioA'ement.' M'liat a 
vogue.the gospel of luuiTbug" stfll has f For qur part, -this ex- 
Jiugo caw goAo th-e deyil which ever Avay he- prefers: we are 
not concerued AA-ith” Tiiin^—he has heen snfUeiently adAyertised. 
But the Hiuliljurg strikers—is their fate in the hands of liierciless 
-Oiipitalisui notiling to these elected persons, avIio prate of- 
iiiternational 'Iirotherhond / Are the^ Trade ■ Unionists of 


No 


By tliy false team, those millstones braining-men; 

—-by this, and’much else, he cursed the mfamoiis Eldon, 
ddhbt future criminologiHth Avill estimate the' criminiilitj' of the" 
. machinery of the laAvbis we suffer it to-day. Then'they, aauII be 
aide to paint-in its true colmn-s the crime "of doing as it has 
' done with liayner. Shelley might liave- found another lei-tson 
for Ills curse bad he seen this man nurseil and tdntled, and 
eveidmilly snatched from- death, in order that “justice ” might 
" haA-e tlie satisfaction of-hanging lihn.^ Tlie pitiable sufferings 
of this Avretched' man thibugii hid- Aveelvs of sIoaa' recoveiy_; the 
stijl 'greater Siufferiiig of Ids- unhappy, wife, who in spite of lier 
'iilness-came trembling'before thc'CViurt to sob’ out her broken 


England content Avith this shinuefu|--hK'lilleren(;e of" thfeir paid - 
“ represe nt at iA'es ” ? . ' I ■ - - r - i 


The Duma a'^d the. Revolution. ' 

. ' The cuyse of polifical .parties is biuderiii'g the Russian 
revolution. -AVe"see here an bft-repeated example of the Re.A-61u- 
ti ohis t going into ptilitics—and forgetting the revolution-. Then 
follow ail tbe divided cou.n;sels-tbat render nerveless the arm that, 
might strike tlie bloAV. It is--deplorable, to,.AA'afecli.tlie course ojT 
meii Avlio liave fought for the -people breathing tbe same air as 
ail assassin like Stolypin. Foi’t'mifUely, there is still a liody of 
' earnest and dtwoted rntm aa'Iio Avnrk and hglit for the true,'the 


- teaitea appoitl, a her ilrtomecl kishiuulAthe miserj-o£ these --con'mi;-, sUiiggle.”'riipy,,rker.s sutl the ix^-is.m 

...'l l 1 * ' ■ . .1 - .1 T ■ 1 “ ^ . . mif pr t IP nr n Stri ur-rni t ip TM'P!^pnl Jnnin ivi dq 


AATecked Ba'cr is hotlhng to the ruthless minions Avdio administer 
a barbarous, law. Well, let-us gme the savages liest. They 
-hav’n’t lea-iut the relinerneiits of ciAuUsed ” cnieltv. • 


under the eyes <if a Stolj'pin the present 1)luiia. wil 1 prove as 
sterile a,s the. last. ^leaiiAA'liUo the Labour struggle .and. the 
(general Strike miLSt be organised for the reA'olution. But not 
■ J)A* tbe XKilificiiuis. ‘ * . • ^ _ v 




As. (hTiEfts. See Us.- • 

Mr. Ilalel' tlalend in liis liqok, “ T’he C-rgseeut and the. Ch-oss,” 
Avliich gh'es nf! an Orientalist’s views on AVestern -ciAnlisation, 

I lias the follon'ingtreucliaut reinarksmii Europeaivrule of Eastern 
nations ' , - - ■ ' ' ' ‘ . 

Fieeilom'is, of couhse, a great blessing which is desii-eil by ereryoue. 
Nevertheless, the enjoyment of freedom depends yiy'the way iii which 
the peiiple uiioa wlunu freedom Is be.sfcowed undei'.stand it. 't'o suppress 
t)ie natioiiril itidepead'ence of n people in tlib iutci-ests of yom* civilised, 
ride ; to uuclermine their i time-honoured natiohal iustitiitioiis under 
^tlie plea that they appear to ‘you corrupt and antiquated ; to disarm 
the people or pub the existing' forces,of their country under your'own 
. control, and tijieri. give theui ■ freedofn of soeech and of the Press, so 
that they mity-shout out whatever critlcUm they Hite—this is the' 


A WORD IN SEASON, 


kind of fieedom some,of the civilised Pbvvdr& of Europe beetow upon. air erei-y word that nmy rise to your lip.s vv 
the Oriental epuntnes which they to rul.e, and this is the sort of ' We must walk with a torhh. in one ban 

Jibartil COucesPion which does not nitfke t! gratifying.impression on the‘‘ ■ • . , 




“ 'I’o tlie true and lioiie.sb IlevoUitioni.st, I repeat: Separate yourself ' 
from piirtirs. Break awji)'' frd'm tradition and natioii^ilism. T.read 
your own path without looking to^ee if - anyone precedes or f?>llow.s 
you. Wait for no man’s ' order; he who gives it will become your 
nifvster. -Cry aloud ymiir thought it conies, when it comes, in such 
terms a.s .appear to you to be'ju.st ;■ proclaim it aloud in t;he streets and 
from the hoffee-top.s. It Is not good fu.r 'a "fnfrri to remain mute; he 
who listens Is quickly disarmed.. Write your refleetiou 'Avith'your own 
hand, in yoUr own words ; sign your name to it, and cast it to tlie four 
winds. Do not say that’yon are not wise enough, not celebI'ated 
ehough for that. Have y'on measured the height of the great dliju of 
to-day and yet deeig‘yourself by chance to be smaller ? SpreJul through 

blether it be light or 
liand and a lantern in the 

other.' . _ . ^ ^ ^ . 

-Disinherited man [ . Assert' yourself through your personality,.^.. 


Eastern mind. 

.We suppose, this is x^i’etty .much Avbat the Iiicliaif people your dignity!’’—f'-AViiesi roi!w\?eroy, 

. i.- . 
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Marx and Engels and the Invitational Working 
. , Men’s Association, 1872 to,1876.* i , , 


_ r 


IL 


The minority of the Hague Oongre.'ss protested against the resolutions 
voted by the fictitious Marxist and Blanquist majority (political action 
made 'compulsory, the expulsion of Bakunin and-G-iiillaume, etc.); they 
met with Bakunin at Zurich, later at St. Imier (Swiss Jura),'where 
an International Gonferpnee was held (September, 1872), This action 
Was confirmed by National Gon^resseiJ 'held in the Jura, in Spain, 
Belgium, and, in March, ,18737-in Itnly. They prepared an Inter-' 



delegatee, anr], to secure the majority on the right side, I had, so to 
speak, raised from th 0 ,..dhk 6 thirteen delegates (ans der Krde {/esUCmpfC)^ 
and things .went after all far^ hettei’ than I expected. As to sober 
attitude -and practical. results'the,'sixth Oongresa may even bean 
example to all the others—especially consideririg the dilficulties caused 
a certain disruption of tlie Boriiidi [Swiss] Federation.” ^ ‘ \ 

j The old humbug must have'chuckled to himself .when he wrote these 
lines, He was furious at heart at the London and New.York Marxists 
who had deserted the Congress, and at the Geneva Intern.afiionalist^t, of' 
whom more anon, 'When Surge took the part of the former his Width 
break.s loose, and he then revolts against the cowardice of the cley'er 
people^in London, who, fearing a defeat, did not turuj'up. 
oiujKt to /ints come Imice over if thetj damjer ahead^" (ie wiritea 

1873), iiTul these are good wdrds well worth 


eneva Labour politicians for whom the International w.as but 
an electioneering cry, and against whom, in 1809, Bakunin and his 
‘friends fought bitterly bat unsuccessfully, the friends of Oubine, tools of 
the General Council in all ■ the raachiuations against Bakunin—these 
.. people had, up to 1873, di.scredited the Geneva International to such 
. an extent that it eould no loiiger keep together,' and; as a last remedy, 
schemes like an International Federatipn of Trade Unions were ven¬ 
tilated—ideas whicli-, because '■ " '' ' 


regard. - 

3Ia,rx 'was furious at these mild proceedings, “ suapenstuu ” only, 
which would have permitted them to appeal to t he^ne . xt G eneral Cou- 
gress. He tells Sorgo (February. 12 , 1873) that by Their action they 
put themselves outside of.'^the Society, and, being up longer members, 

could not in, any way iuterlere with any future Congress. “^L'he great _ 

result of the Hague Congress Vas to, compel the ftral elements to expel 
ttmmlvM, that, is to le^vl” This is just wlmt tlisy did ..ot do ; they 
continued in the Society and disregarded the ridiculous New York 
clietatoraliip and its Eui'opean .a'gents. , 7 

■'How little Marx ami Engels knew these men! -Engels, always 
brutal, di'eams of " clmcking out by blows *’(May 3, 

1873), just as ia 1870 when', he wrote about the Congre,ss proposedhit 
Mayence; “In Switzerland,” he 'says, “there is, only -one .“locality 
‘possible [for the General CougressJ -and that' is Ge/icrct, There the 
.masses of. the.worker's are behind-ns, and tT ere exists a hH.irhehii(jiwj 

to the International, the Temple Unique, from which We simidy chuck v i’^ .bi ' bn ’• i ’ i i. i *.i 

out the geutl,emo..'o,f tl.o Allhu.co if they present themselvei., .•. T'he- f, November | • Obenviuder-,. who took he 

Aliianciste make evM-y eflb.-t to come to the Oougi-ess'in gi-eat ■ '‘r‘ ™ 

whilst ouv.peopletiU 7.0 to sleep.” After the Framh an-fsts no', Bi'enol.' ntSl V f Beckei. ftml h,s fno,ule p.assed these 

deieg<ates can come,-and the German delegates weregi’eatfycl'isappointed' - e one a ei . iel„o let ( 


coniifig from these peop!d,'unsiicceHKful 
nb one seriously co.nsidered at that 
time. They would have liked to polish up their ]o.st reputation by 
having the New York'General Oouiicil transferred to Geneva—and it 
was just Becker, an intriguer but an old Soci.alist-ab the same time, 
who counteracted the.se schemes of. Henri Ferret, Duval and friends. 
Marx believe.s Cluseret to_have been at,their back (S0ptKmber-*27)'-~an' 
-interesting bit-of information if cia'Kect, hut'men who fancied Bakunin 
_was at the back of.Scheu are not reliable wilnesHes, ■ : ■ - 

.' ‘ UrMer these cire .11 instances, 110 foreign delegates arnving, Becker 
took-it upon himself to fabricate, delegates, which be writes about at 


nmh 


“ II nach ^ mid 

jjeniachte I)eh<jS>'te'n ”) and “.secured for us a strong imtjority." 

“After this-we had to rise the position wiflT great circumspection 
anct moderatiou in order to do bway vvith allpi'e{exf of charging us with 
dictatorship and nmjorisatiou, broad hints of which were soon thrown 
out. ..''Therefore I myself spoke-very little, aiul only' when absolutely 
necessaryd^^ Bo . this enrio ns* Congress'^passed silently away; after 
many delays some of its minutes Wore sent to "New York, which none 
■ there.could niake out. TJie . General Council w.as-to remain in New 
York and the-next Congres.s to take place in 1 875 .,,-ivbich it never did-. 

'■Marx-himself writes to fioi'ge-(Septi 27, _IB73),:.,“/rjieiiasc.o.Wf the 
Geneva Coiigre.ss was inevitable. When it became known' here tliab 
no American delegates would'come the Gting went immediately. You 
had been represented as uiy puppets.-: If'you did not come and wo 
had gone [to the Congress] this .'wojiltl have been declared a confimm- 
.tioh of the riimonr aiixiUusty, spread by ouv oppo'nents-: Besides, it 
vvould have been said' to prove that the Aniericah Federation existed 

Johann Philipp B.ecken; an old and very aotive Sfa^j-alist, ,,ho afteoted M°i-eover, the English Fe.te.ption had not the. money 

- - - ■ dnthiswas fhi^eeKiill-oiteeohemer.hatUt '‘‘“’^"'■■‘“8““^^ 


by all the bickerings and .quan ellings they saw at the Hague Congre.s.s; 
moreover.'their actual Jeadei's, during the imprisonment of Beh'el and 
Liebfeheclit, were old Las.'^alleans, York and otheis, who"—as Engels 
implies—did not dance to'tlie tune of the LondoidMar’xists, the“bitterest 
enemies of, La.sEalle. .“The Geneva people ^ themselves are doing 
. nothing, the Eijalite [their' organ] seems deatl [it had'beeii so a long' 
while already], thus no great;IqcaTT^ipP^^'tAnay be expected—only we 
sit in ovr oicn house and» among people, w-ho know Bakunin and liis 
band, and will, turn tii'em opfe^y, blows if • necessary., Thuk'Gouer^a.is 
the only place'"'to gu^riitee a victory for us”; bht it is further 
■ ahsplately necessary ^Jhjit the General Council declares that the Belgiaiis, 
Spaniards, part English and-Jurassians jiave ./e/^^ the Society, and 

that tlie Italian Federation never belonged to it!' Under these .pre¬ 
cautions then Ebgels hoped that a successful Congress should be held 
in their last mousehole in-Euvope, the hall of the ^Geneva: International! 
But this_ is nothing in compai'isoli to 'what really took"place 

J 1 ^ n.AT-rarS ■ ■ .FK -H. 1 d -H n. ’^1 ^_l.b..buTT..J_ a _ 


patinarchal airs^ but with tm uuics ivno i^n uniiuuuuuiuua ssunbuier, naa fiD ' . r.k.' . . *-i ” u i k- j. i i ' l 4? 

the lafit moment to fabi-icate tkis Geneffl Congnes.e of Genev.o could not eeud 

(September, 1S73) .nlmost out of nothing-for .ageimst all etepeotation Hungary-news e,,nally. bad .am^td. . Eronch 

n'eitJier Marx nor Engels nor any of their London friends 'ivenb* the^re, 

■nor any foreign delegates except Mr. Oberwinder, of Vienna ; a Dutch- 
delegate, who had; been .sent.'te th 6 'Auti-Antiioritariau Congress held 
at tire''same time, also a.'i.sis'ted. 

( This Obevw,inderj,la Fraiikfort journalist, had helped to in trod lice 
iLa^isallean Bocialisni'ifi Austriaafter some years, ho\yeveivhB leaned 


participation"'was put of -the question.. ... From Geneva we had no 
news: Outine is no longer there, old Becker kept an obstinate silence, 
aUd Mr, Ferret wrote .once or twice to mi.sleJul ns.” 

After explaining why none of his London, frf'emhs went to the G^neVa 
Congress;yMarx gives tlte game’ up and say.s; ‘'‘ Fiom my opinion of 
the.European situation itp.s es.sGutialIy useful to relegate to tlie-back 


towards, the..Liberal Party and reduced the once vigorous Bofittlist 
movement to a mere suflrage questioii. At last the great.ni.ass > of the 
Party, headed by ikndreas Scheu, rose against thi.s, and Oberwinder’s. 
followers were soon reduced toi' a small and vanishing clique. We 

should have thought that here, at last, Marx and Engels would have 4 .i,r.^r.r.u, i' „ , c *i' r .i- i • - r, 

\i ■■ t I h. ■ 1 . 1 ' 1 j U ,.1 ■ ^ 1 1 ■ 1 ^ themselves provide a-resuscitation or t ie fnWrnationai in an improvdd 

seen their way clear, but now, bliruTed by their fear and hatred of .»■ i i? i /-o i. a -i o iij-rik -Y Y c- ^ 77 77 

. j S 'And .Bilge k (September 12,- 1874) i writes^ to Serge: “By 

•IT. .o -your leaving [the General (jonucill the old International- is ndite 


for'the moment the’furmal org.ani.sation of the lutorfiatidnal, aiuronlj 
: to-hoid on, if possible,.to the New. York centie,^td p.i^eveut-idiots like 
. Ferret [the Secretary of (he Geneva IiiteniiiLiointlj or adventurers like 
Cluseret to get lip lid of the direction and, to compromise the cause, Events 
and the inevitabjq evolution and develojmient of circumstances will"by 

_.. c j-i r 1— i * 1 * b » 


Bakunin, tbey^did the wrong', thing.also here. Engels (May 

'“Wl^lteS ' nci i'h d-ienUbyif. » ■/1\ Ua I'c? .Tu'fli 


To usBcheu'is suspect: (1) ,he is in relation with VaiWant % • ^ a y-i- ■ n-, asi-i-u ti tt- n' -i. 

131...J.1 -, 1 /ox +1 ' - ^ i.1 1. 1 1-1 ■ 1 • i • V 1 >fini.slied. And it is well so.. ..With the- Hague Congress it wa'S over- 

[the BlanquistJ, and (2) there are signs that he, like hisHriend and - - - - - - - = - -- - » •- 

predecessor, NeUmayer, who went mad, is in relations with'Bakunin.. 


The great phrases of the latter obtri^de'somewliat from ScheidsLarti.cles 
and speeches, and ypu will I'emeinber how his brother bolted at the 
Hague, wh'en the affair.with B. [Bakunin] was transacted.” So i^auy 
words, so many wrong^itements ! Heinrich Scheu and other delegates 
left the Hague because they had to attend a German Congress .wliich 
immediately followed. Oberwinder, in his unscrupulouspolemick often' 
denounced some Russian students whom Scheu knew in "Vienh/i—and 
from ,this Engels puts him down a.s n Bakunist and ii Blaiiquis| at the- 
same time, and does all He can to excuse tbe'behaviour of Oberwinder,. 
of whom he write.s himself but a little later (July 26); “Oberwinder 
has always been a trimmer.-”' f T ' ' 

Anyhow, Becker reports on- the “ Congr'efis ” as follows (feeptem- 
Rer 22 ): “Even beforpithe bad news'‘arrived about Serrailliei'latid the 


indeed—and' for botR parties,.,,” He puts forward ah elaborate 
^theoretical explanation for tiiin,decay, but we have,seen 'in -Lis letters 
too much of liis intimate work of intrigue and- abuse for these 
post /actum theoretical explahations to be considered of lii.'ltorieal 
value, ' ' ' ' ' ] ' 

The-Marxist part of’tlie Tntcr'iiatjofial was hidefinitely suspended al>ar-' 
meeting held'iiiFiiihidelphia in July, 1876. Mai'xism had theii arrived 
at its lowest depths since the fiftjes, Marx looked,witkdiseoiitent at 
the amalgamation of ' tlie German Socialist Labour^ Pai'ty with th'e 
Laksallearis (Gotha, 1875), and his letter tearing to pieces the iiew“’ 
'party platform adopted at Gotha is now fuller explained by the nila.sa 
of evidence,we. have pf his hatred against I/assalle aaid-h'is folio wens. 
In France the few who were the tools of Marx against BlanquistS'and 
Anarchists, were discredited in his ow|i eyes. 'ivlr^. Marx writes in ' 
1S77, to-Borge : 


M r i. . rj i li i i January, lS7f, to-borge: “ Of other acquaintances I can tell you but 

English iiederai Uouncil-v who did not come nor send da eaatesl., i-j-n 'i -. • h r \,y L r i.i' 

j . • .,1 wcpai-cBj,, , because-we see tew now, especially no Le Mou.ssu S lanoblier 

in order to give the Congress greater renown by a larger numbei; of ' - ' u ■ rt .. -j. / ^ i *. i v,. ' i-j, j k,, , , 

_ ° _ ” ^ _ ”• j . ^ I, member dr*'the Hague majority, now completely discredited, see Engels 

*rn the’ first articfelFreefkjwi, February}, p./n, cof. 1, hue 22, forTiters read- - September 1'7, 1874], no Serraimei;V,'above all ho Blanquiste.' 

letter } coL 2, line 46, for Mafwist AnarcMH^ for iJecAer.read BeeJeer. ,^We had- enough of thepL . , . The indefatigable Mesa^. living in 
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' Pai'is, sent a New York circular to Spain (Engels, August 13, 1875); 

! the Plebe oi Lodi joined pretty much the “ Alliancists” (the same); 

th© German Club in London, even, by the admission of Lassalleans„'- 
. etc., appears less reliable; “the other sections in England have aill 
gone' to sleep,” eCc.' It’ is tedious to follow these last particles ,of 

, flickering life. ' I • 

To what *a jifgree all this quarrelling blinded even persons of 
undoubted activity and expeh'ence like J. Ph. Becker (his lettex' of 
May 30, 1867, is-the 2,886th letter for pi’opaganda purpo.ses-since 
^61, he says), is shown by the following lemaik of his (November 25, 
•■^873) to Soi ge, the Genei'al Secretary of thQ International: “ Enter 
without delay into .relations with C, Tex-zaghi, editor of the Turin 
Prohtario... .for.I have reasons to believe that with this fellow... • 

■ soimething^ight be done for Italy.” At that time Terzaghi, a I'ecog- 
^nised poli^spy, had beeii long since exposed in Italy by Carlo Cafiero, 

‘ had been refused admittance to tlie Geneva Anar6hist Congress, 
and was even denounced in the Marxist pamphlet “ L’Alliance,” 
published two months agov Yet old J. Ph. Becker reconpnxends him to 
the Genei’al Council. ' v ‘' 

These letters by Marx* and Engels*prove up to the hilt that 
vyherever these-"men personally- inteifered with any, movement, 
quai’relling and a public scandal were the'inevitable i-esult. This was 
• the end of their parti'cipiCrtion in the German Cmiraixiiiret societies of the - 
.forties and in their International and in other movements. The haughty 
conteinpt of Marx for all who did not follow him, as well as foi” those 
who became his tools—the brutality of Engels—^made all fraternal ' 
co-opei'ation with'self-respecting.men impossible. That in spite of this ^ 
their theoi’ies met with wide acceptance is a fact the importance of 
which I do not deny, but the reasons of which I dp nok .investigate 
here either. All T wish to say is that their correspondence placed side by 
side-with that of Lassalle, Proudhon, Bakunin and others makes a 
deplorable eSj^v If this_ was generally, recognised, we should not 
•“need to insist upon it, but as those who publish and commend it-giye 
out fell at it glori ties them and endorse all the'insults they-heap'on 
their opponents . and take little trouble to. add any information to 
correct ’ their libels, I thought it well .to show how things went • 
in those years within theii' own movement as described by their ,own 

words. - . “ • 

In a concluding article we shall consider them as observers and 
*^critics of movement^.independent of them, and see whether -we arrive 
.ata bettei’'impression of their character. 


coudeinned to penal servitude for life? Duririg the whole course, of his bard- 
labour captivity Meunier endeavoured to remain a free man in jits acts. He ^ 
was obedient to the regi.xlation8, but he refused t.o hand over his human 
digoity to the caprice and arbitrary jvill of his guardians. In accordance^ 
with the penitentiary regulations, a convict who remains unpunished for . 
a long while is allowed to enter another class of convicts, where the r/yiMie* 
is not quite so hard. Notwithstanding his good conduct, Meunier has been 
transported to the Salvation Islaixds, which have the reputation of being a 
hard labour inferno, ' Merciful rules are iievei* applied to Anarchists I 

The second martyr, Grangd, had two young ciiildreti. His crime has j 
been to think he had a better right to feed and attend to them than to 
enter the barracks for drilling. He was what is called*a “refractory.” 
When denounced, he fired at the gendarmes who came .to arrest him, but. 
injured no one. He w;is sentenced to tv/elve years’ hard labour. At- 
preseiit-he still remains in New Caledonia. His twelve years’punishment 
is over ; but. the Frei.ch law compels him to remain in the penal settle¬ 
ment and see hie wife and children iiu mure. , 

, In the Temps Pouveaux, Comrade Jeati Grave asks the advocates of 
justice and Irntli in tlie Drejfus ca-«e, who are nol'w* masters of the Govern¬ 
ment,-•if trnth'and justice can b** granted to the poor, in the same way as 
they were granted to the' rjcli. Every honest man will agitate in common 
witl' nur comrade until tlie two martyrs* be released from the pepaV 
settlement. • ' . _ " • , 

Owing to the continuance of the- vigorous -anti-military campaign, 
which renders our soldiers ever less reliable for the duty,of repression, the 
-capitalists forced to find some other means- than the Army by 

which to lUMW t/heir slaves. Fox; this purpose a new breed of watch-dog,, 
a species of Cusack, to be called “ mobile gendarmerie,” has be«n evolved, 

•and will be made use of in strikes. It has received the approbation of our 
gentle Clemenceau. The Voix du Peuple especially cornea under castigation 
for its anti-military ai,tides, and the acho de-Paris is kept busy denouncing' 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES, 


United States. 

Upton'Sinclair, autljor of the “Jungle,” has written a new book 
called The Industrial Republic,” which is to appear as a serial in 
Wilshire’s Magazine. Mr. Sinclaix:* ..owns to a belief in Socialism, and* ■ 
like Bernard Shaw, follows tbe..principle not only to he great, but to tell 
evei'yone you are great. Although but twenty-eight yeari of age; be 
gravely in forms his I’eadex’s of his qualifications for the role of scientific 
prophet which he plays in his new work.' The Socialist bat^field is , 
Strewn with the corpses of so many prophets that one Would think it 
. a bazardoxxs occupation, but youth knows.neither fear nor disci’etion. 

“The’In'dustx'ial Republic” is written,, thex'efore, on the assuinption 
“ that 6Be'“ Social Revolution is due in 1912,” or just after' the 
Presidential election,-which assumption again is based on the hoary, 
old exploided theory of the “ concentration of capital,” coupled with 
the. growiixg Socialist vote in America and elsewhei*e. There is not 
space to enter into bis arguments, but unfortunately the fjacts upon 
'which they are founded are either wholly false or grossly distorted, • 
especially such as are connected with the 'pi-esent^ stains and power of 
••• the Socialx'st vote.- He writes Iwith sincere belief-^^but he is youxig. 
Experieiice will teach him the real worth of the “ Socialist vote.”. 

The species of Communist boai’dip-g house, Hellicon Hall Home, 
which he started lately near New Y’ork^ivas buxmt to the ground a few 
( weeks ago. ‘It was moi*e a litei-ai'y than a stiictly-speaking Socialist 
experimental colony, and if repoi't is true, was hot too hai’monious and 
disi’uption imminent. Howevei’, he intends to I’ebuild and form it ^ 
anew. Meanwhile dreamex’S of Ameiican Utopias have to face present 
problems—the yeai*ly massacre, by preventable 'accidents, for instance, 
of some 508,000 men, wonieu, and children. In, the. last railway 
accident just outside New York twenty-txyo were killed and some fifty 
• injured. A coroner’s jury investigated’and found the company respoix- 
sible. The coroner ordered cex tnin members of the board of directors ' 
befoi’e his Couit; they where W. K. Vanderbilt, J. P. Mox-gan, H. K. 
MgTwombly, and others. The order was • treated with contempt, none 
. appearing or taking other notice of it, any more than such vampires- 
de of their victims. This also is another problem for Utopians to face.- 
The threatened strike along* the sj’.stem of-j the Pennsylvania Railroad 
will not now take place, an ngx-eemont Ix.rjving been reached between , 
the men and the company. The xnen number 16,000, and the increase 
in wages will' amoun.t to nearly (according to the cojmpany) elevexi 
million dollais annually. This slxows whTfT pay meaf?t to the' mexi 
before. - " • . , H.,M. K. , . 

I ‘ 

France. ' - — ; . / ’ • « ‘ 

• Tlleodule Meunier, ^’accused of boinb-thro whig in the Restaurant Vory 
(1894), was arrested in- England, bronght hack to Paris, tried, in the.Court 
of Assize, and in spite of considerable evidexice in-favour of his innocence. 


appear . 

begin witli the children 1' At Toulon many soldiers coming from Paris 
seem to be incurable anti-militarists. Some defy, their officers. At La 
Flecbb a soldier set fire to the barracks, in order to help the escape of a 
-'comrade who 'was under arrest' and abopt to be sent to a disciplinary 
battalion. From Lamballe a military riot is reported. The artillerymen' 
working at the Laiigres Arsenal refused to wofk on the plea of insufficient 
food. Two fires within a few days of each other broke out at the arsenal 
of, Rochefort. And the Echo: 'wegpy.g, says, y^While this goes on here 
Germany continues to marshal troops and cheers its warlike emperor 1” 

"War is always in.*the thoughts of Governments,'and the only 'gemrinet^- 
remedy islo provoke'in the minds-of soldiers a spirit of revolt against it, 

M. Edmond Pettier, iiowever, who has been interviewed'by ie 
claims to have invented a hollow gun bullet that will effectually muzzle war. 
Itha .-4 the power to pierce extraordinary thicknesses of timber and armour 
plates, and can, be fired from a sm^ll cannon that any, man or woman can - 
carry. Shell filled with two pounds'of melinite have a range of three miles, 

80 that one regiment armed with this new weapon could master an army' of 
500,000 men. I feel sceptical myself, however, as to Poltier’a invention 
•preventing war, far every tim^ we are stupid enough to offer scientific toys 
.to our masters they only eudeavoa,r to turn them to military accouxit, be it 
wireless .'tele'gi'aphy, steerable •balloons, aeroplanes, or toydaunon. 

. - ' A. Pe. 


Eastern-Europe. ' • 

’ The various small states and principalities j^umbleu together between 
the frontier^ of Austria and Turkey are just now- in a ferment of discon- 
teiit and restlessness, due, as usual,<• to tlie rapacity of the ruling classes. 
Austria has lately, passed a law further muzzling the press in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; after this month political periodicals appearing fortnightly 
or upwards will have to deposit a sum of about £130 as' security, weekly 
issues double that sum, aiKl dailies over £400. No papers will be* allowed 
for sale on the street, and the confiscation of any issue will be placed in 
the hands of the police 6r Government .prosecutor, with the right of- 
aimimary proceedings in the case of press trials, the verdict to be delivered 
within three days. Since'the- a^asaination of. hisr I'eactionary Premier, 
Ferdinand, the German ruler of Bulgaria, prefers to continue bis travels. 
HU adopted (for'pecuniary reasons) country has seen little or nothing of • 
him for months, and does not, mourn hjs abseirae, for he is one of the moat, 
cord.ially detested of modex’n princelings. - ’ . . " 

In Sofia the University was closed for six months last January owing 
to the students having openly fraterniised with the railway strikers 
when they ceased work at that period. Originally caused by a refusal 
to increase their wages, miserable in the extreme, or to rescind a new law 
threatening, railway strikers with dismissal and loss of pension, the meix 
were soon'joined by'other trades, until a general strike developed.. Out, 
flocked the students instantly, to encourage the fighters with revolutionary 
songs as wellas with a helping hand. By way of revenge, the Government 
since then has dismissed all the profeMsors and forced the Minister of 
Education to resign, his Socialistic instincts being blamed for the political - 
tone of the University, It is, perhaps, only ten years since Socialism 
invaded modern Bulgaria, but it has spread I’apidly, although the party is 
already split up into three sections, which naturally diminishes its influence ; - 
they have, TuVwever, one good point in common—they do not believe in’ 
giving their inembers Parliamentary seats. As many of the Government 
employees struck from sympathy, mobilisation was ordered for an 
indefinite peiiod, and finally tlin men returned to wprk on a promise of 
increased wages. Still, .great bitterness remains, and Ferdinand, who seems - 
to think the kingshij) lie is eagerly trying to coax from the'Powers will' • 
flatter his people- into submission, does .well to be* absent from! home at 
present. " ‘ , *• 

III' Roumania'the peasants have been in-open revolt for some,days, • 
and many sinister-repoi'ts arc spi'ead abroad I'egarding acts of cruel|ty on 
their part* Being human, a lust for revenge i's hardly to he wondered at, 
seeing what their Wrongs are, .The farming system, of their country is 
much like that of Italy and Spatix.' . The„landotvners sublet to large tenant* 
farmers, who again sublet to the peasants. Between the landlord and tax- 
gatherer the farmens are so jflaced that they, are forced to grind their 
peasant sub-tenants in equal fashion,’ with the I’esiUt that an appalling state 
.. of misex'y and starvation-exi^ in rural disti’icts. Revolt fro’mi these barbaric 









March* 




1907. 


FEEEDOM. 


'19 


' t ' * * ' * 

■ conditions has at length Jjroke'i/ out, and the Government, instead of 
attempting to pacify the poor .people vrith a promise of fust remedies or 
investigation, is. pouring lead into the roving bands of half-crazed agricnl- 
turiats. As always happens in those Eastern lands of'hniiigled i*ace8, the 
unfortunate Jew6j have been the chief shfiferers as yet, "althoogh probably 
not one is a landowner. But a man whose wrongs are beyond -speech will, 
if he have a stick in hie haiid, strike out blindly at Whatever bare Ipa way, 
■whether it be misery’s scapegoat, the Jew, or the innocent uiiknown. Not 
that the landowners have altogether escaped. Many have been forced to 
i feign documents conferring their acres on the starved labourers.' The neigh¬ 
bouring Austrian peasantry have crossed the border to join the insurgents, 
who are already, in spite of bullets, laying' siege to some of the towns. In 
some of 4he collisions with troopS;"the soldiers, one. is glad to hear, have 
sympathised openly with th^^peasant fighters. King Charles, again.,: is a 
-German, Wherever tlii Prussian reigns, it seems that he must bring ^etty. 
tyranny and oppression in his train, or wink at it if already’existirig. 

.Switzerland. . .■ . > 

Members of the Pederatijon of Labour Unions liere heem determined 
to lead the .way as pioneers in tirade Communisdi, . Lately at Lausanne a 
group of printers co-operated to'^^tart a imsines^ on their own account 
.w'itbout master or.foreman, and now some haiidressers in Giefleva have 
followed suit. They,intend to live together.over tbeir shops, holding every- 
.thing in common, “ without .master, snhordin'ates, •parasites, or exploited-," 

^ as the Swiss Foij; duPeuple pbts it. They will work six days a week, and 
as far as possible keep to an. eight-hour day ; no-.“tips will bo^cepted. 
but each will receive the maximum Union wages. 'The bye-law of the 
association.are instinct with bjig essence of a truly fraternal and Comniaiiist' 
spirit. ^ ' 

From Geneva comes .the news .of the expiilsfdp of yet another 
Eiissian atudeut, who, according'to his story, upon iirrival in that city 
handed his passport to the police, in ordel* to receive permit of resi¬ 

dence." Apparently someone-(perhaps a’persecuted fellow-compatriot or 
. exile without papers) visited the police-station soon after and claimed, the 
passport, which was handed him. At least, that is the police story.' iii vain 
the rightful owner begged^for hie permit.; He must legalise himself once 
more or leave the canton, in spite of his having lived in it for a year a,iid 
his identity being easily ascertainable. As he says, this is only another 
proof that even if-a frac^on of power is put into the liauds of a State dr 
other official it is used chiefly to persecute the helpless or weak.' . 


Future progress.would not be unbionol, but'would bo based upo'ii the 
indiVidual. The Aiiaiclii.st .saw that \vhat was' excellenfc to-day’might 
if made into a law, be bad ten years hdnee, aiid very difficult to got rid 
of. He .saw also the lingering tradition of the right of somebody to 
'* coerce others. We weye afraid of ourselves and therefore chose some¬ 
one from among ourselves to keep us in order, thus giving him the 
power to do ■ wrong. But the Anarchist. believed ' that order was 
' instinctive, not enforced; It existed among animals and bii’dfJ,' whose 
' morality, was sometimes superior ]Bo our own. Conscious order would 
be.possible, when men recognised the artificiality of the order of the 
policeman. It was not fair. to. call Anarchists Individualists*-when 
90 per cent, of them were Conimunists. They stood for free individuality, 
but were opposed to the economic Individualist, who claimed the right 
-of exploiting others. Anarchists we.re trying to find a new^ politicith 
bottle to liold the wine of Socialism. ^ ‘ ‘ 


ESPERANTO. 


-Japan. . . . . . ; ' . 

, There' was a lively, labour riot at * the , copper niin-efe of Ashio in 
February. The mines- are about a humired miles from Tokyofand worked 
by a Japanese Copper‘King and hia company, Hara, the -Home Minister, 
being once if_ he is so still, its'geuei'al manager. The papers do not. 
state the precise reasons for the “ miiriiiy," but ias men, even when slaves, 
do not jeopardise life or liberty for nothing, it is evident that “-Western " 
methods .prevailed—i.e., low wages, long hours, ^nd the other usual hard- 
sliipa.—At an'y rate, the miners revolted eimulfcaiieoualy. Dynamite was 
.freely used to destroy portions of the work.s anil surrounding buildi-ngs, the 
head, .manager was seriously wounded by the enraged men, the -magazine 
blown up, and the town fired, - Then troops and'police arrived, and every 
Socialist on the-spot was arrested. Socialism is spreading anidng the'masses, 
and Hie Ashio miners were learning rhe benefits of trade organisation. The 
offices of Socialist papers in Tokyo were raided by„i!ie police in coiisequeoce. 
of this, but nothing wqs found to inculpate them as accessories to -the fact. 
A hundred miners werk-arrested as ringleaders, and martial law prpclainjed 
in the miiiing town.' We can only hope that terror forced the owners into 
making such concessions as were clemaiided. - ■ 


ANARCHISM AND SOCIALfSM./ ■ 

I 

The fellow ill g brief report of ComrUde Turner’s lecture oir Anarchism 
-and Socialism appeared in the 'Oro^do?i Citizen of February 9 :— 

Wt Sunday evening. Mr. John Turner, organiser of the Shop 
Assistants’ Union, addijfesed the Croydon Social UuIqu on .tbe-'i'ehitioTi-' 
between AharcUism aiiASocialism. The-lecturer himself, claimed^ to be *' 
a Socialist, though his*'Socialist friends would not dwn him. Some"" 
-denied tfie possibilityiof being at once an Anarchist and a,Socialist— 
he wished to sliow-that it was not only quite possible, but quite logical 
to'be so. Anarchism was political equality—the union of order with' 
'abseuee of control of man by man. The first ^Vineipies of Socialism 
wei-e di-scussed more .by Anarchisms than by Socialists; 'L’iiey also held 
the economic ideal of com moo. pwne'f ship of the means of production^. 
Anarchism was a political ideal, Socialism an economic one. Democracy 
bad nothing to do with Socialism as such, but had beeti tacked dii to it 
because Socialists held that theii)-yideal was I'ealisuhie-only through 
Democracy. It was strarlge what iiard things ivcre said, against Anar¬ 
chists by Socialists for not believing in Democracy, Mr, Turner 
confessed he was no-Democrat; he did not accept the opinion 
majority, butl ■£rie_d -to think for himselL Majorities were genevall}’ 
wrong. Socialists sought the votes of Democracy, but it was not the 
^lectors who-chose the candidates. _ Detnoerneywifs territorial, for all 
votes were based upon property or. recognition af the rights of property.- 
This old feiidal eouceptioii was not jn line with raod^n progress. It 
was reactionary beCiUise’national. 'What recognition of eqii^-lity was 
.there between Hinddos and Englishmen ? Even, the Socialist soldier' 
learned when in India to look down u’pon cultiired IIiiidoo.s, and negroes 
were' everywliere treated with*’hatred and contempt. All national 
politics lyere reactionary and degiuding. ‘ 

Political euthnsia.sm had, of, late, taken hold of ,th,e workers, but 
there went along with-jt.an'dther view—that of the AnArchist, who said 
the old methods were ho usp. -The woikers of the world had already 
begun to, build up an instituDion of their own with no territonal basis:* 


■'Dear Sir,— ' - " . ' ' . ■‘‘ : ■ ' V ■ 

. Before' “ M. N.” attaclcetL. Esperanto in your issue ' a£ 
December it was.liis'duty-to have stiidietl the subject Instead 
.of_so doing, however, it is clear -tmit lie bad not carefully 
esarained even' tii^ alpbabe't,- else he would not have gravely 
informed readers tliat. tlie auxiliary internationaljangnage of the 
-future fiosses^sed three kinds of c,” a statement wliicli,. Gf 
course, is quite contrary to fact. A Brussels journal f/f7ei 
internatumal) suggests that the critic is a distinguish^ (levinan 
literary man.' Sow this 1 doubt, Ijecause it seems” 't-d .me 
improbable that *^11011 a 'Avell-known writer ^would descend 
, to such intemperate language as the .following: “If it 
[Esperanto] does not make dogs liowl when spoken 1 do not know 
what will, or what-.dogs have come to ! ’j^^Bneers in this country,' 
at least/ are not recognised as. argumente, and wlierever used are 
despicable weax'>ons. ‘ . ■ 

• Let US' next pass to consider the filaiu facts. , - 

■ ^ By the 'frequent, recuiTeuce of t-lie .long Italian/ vowels—the 
clearest and the most - decided that the human vocal organs can 
produce—Esperanto is extremely euphonious," and resembles 
when spoken Italiau or Spanish. Not Only do X wihe-'for -the 
immediate readers of this-journal, hut for the wider circle'of 
progressives wlio still- feel the thrill of spiritual asx)iration. 
“M. N.’’ writes about dogs. \YelI, ■ im-the city of Geneva— 
whose very atniosphere is a benediction—the stately public 
■'prayers. of pious Bomans have recently uspehded to the saints 
of 'God in niusica! Esperanto j while niy.' myni brethren of'.the 
Galvinistic 'cultus, concurrently assembledthe. adjacent 
chapel of Knox, have in the same sonorous tongue,joyfully 
proclaimed anew the good news of the White'Oiirist. ' . 

■ We are fhrther told that “ Neutral Idiom 'is said to’ sound 
like ancient French spoken by a nigger.-” Oonfessedly^inll 
.this is a grave^hmlt in a public teacher—“ M. N,” liiis not 
investigated for himselfj -and, Jjy tlie Avay, in a professedly 
■“ Communist”-journal it is a painful svuprise to find, a term' 
of opprobrium loosely applied to a large and^ long-suffering 
branch of the liuman-family. • Are Anarclii.sts about-to become 
accomplices, of Ijeop*5ld of Belgium ? Neiitral Idiximists 
.certainly clftim that their tongue is siiiipler tlian the one I 
■ defend, but-owing to the regular cOnsIi-nt.'tioirbf’the blsperanfo 
“gramniaf/abd for other reasons of a purely.technical,character, 

I am rinable to agree with them. 

It is also true tli'at another new language, nameiy,- 
“ Universal,”* ijrofesses to he simpler than either of those just 
named, and umlouljtedly Dr. H. ilolenaar 01unic]i) is a very 
capable man; but ^ ffir various reasons in whicli the general 
reader is hot interesfed that lan'guage, too, has little chance in 
competition with Zamenliof’s. Volapiik is dead, adherents of 
‘ the neo-Latin group of languages are very few, andl ijracticaily 
the cpiestion is flii'^f/ln£ y^-spe/Ytiilo auZ- miUim. . 

“ M. ‘N.” sii\’s, in6reo-\r&Y that E.speranto fmay) “ be perfected * 
by. the introduction of an infinite number of ivords ; [and] these 
words are likely to he supplied in different countries in tliffercn-t 
ways.” _ TJie critic again huihfe ‘upon a sandy foundation. .. 
Every tyro in Esperanto knows' tliat the fundamentals of'the ' 
language are for ever fixed- and* inviolaWe, 'and tliat iall hew 
.-vyords must inevital)ly be forme'd in o.nly one way—if matters 
not what may ’haiipen To be the-nationality.of the‘developer./ 
Let me illustrate, Your 'correspondent’s-'chaotic aiuT most 
niisleading article, 'occupying oiieifourth of your entire issue, 
uses, roughly, 2,o00 words. Now that is. approximately the- 
total number of radicals in Esperanto,: iriost of them being—^aud 
tlie fact is of liigh importance—recognisable- at sight by 
educated Europeans.' In this- basal vocabulary, dispersed over 
^'orae twenty-five, nations, there are many .i^Jicals which give 
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hirtli to as many as .thirty dcri'vatos, tlius iiiakiiig Ksperniito.one 
oX * the richest of the rich among modern laiigiu\ges. ^ 

W'Jien one considers that from td 5. 000 w ords meet thCi^ 
needs of:.;fiuniliar inlereoarse, the vjilue of|Ksperanto as a precise ‘ 
logical and copious vehicle for. human .tjionght becomes self- 
evi<lKnt; .aild 1. ix'p'Cat that its woj'ds can only be expanded in 
one Avay. 'riiere is no i-ooin in the system for pri\'at.e judgmertt; 
hence the confusion Avjiicli your ill-informed correspondent 
suggests is absiirdly eliimericul. ; 

uliat snpeBicial and .slovenly critics like “ IM. X.” AAoite 
about JOsperanl^^^ nuvtters_ Jiole. , lii tlm__ultiinatc im‘d;ysis_ 
Es{)enintism is a great fact, and it hiis noA’er recetfecr,.. In tlie 
city Avhere I pen these liiu>s^ (one the Avendd’s great g'atesj 
•some ''twenty prcjpagitnda lectures haA'e been deliA'ered on 
hlsperanto since Bepternber, and in'tlie Jjiret'i/ool -Daihj Courier 
alone oA'er sixty, lettem ha\'e recently apjleared calling public 


MEETINGS. 


Plaistow Anarchist’^ommunist Group. 

Meetings are held eA’ery Sunday "at Barking; ToAvn, 11.30, and 
Green'Gate, Plaistow, 7.30. ' ' •. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne Anarchist Commiyiist Group. 
Meeting.s every Sunday affcei’iiopn (4.30) at 13 Cottei>bam Street, 
Westgate Hill. * H. Rubin, .secretary. • ' , 
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alone oA'er sixty, lettem ha\'e recently appeared calling public 'V, K.’MoiTeit is., H. Taylor u. 4d., R. Gunderson 2s. t ' 

attention to its claims.- In addition to tllis AVOrk rierformed by-;. 'F/iHip////*/ and .Book .S/i/rs.—H. Rubin £1 Gs., J. F'ieming '£!, J. McAra 13b., 

tViP I ivprnn(»l k'tiTiPvintn (dnli ('of Avhirh I am vice-nresideiit) a ' ^ ’M^Hnsky 128. 6d., E. B. Gs., 

the Ivivejpooi liSpeianto mi) tot Avnicn ^ am vice piebiueiu;, a ^s. lod., F. Large Ss. Gd., M. K. 3s. cd. ; ; 

Socialistic lady has been'•deliA'ering a series ol lectures to - _ '. . .. ; • • , 


Socialists "oh the infcrnational A'alue of the language, Jo iheir 
movement; and during the. past fev\^ Aveeks she- lias eloquently ■ 
addressed her comrades at Wallasey, Moss vSide, Clorton, Eccles, 
OpensliaAv, Central Manchester, Miles- Platting, West Toxteth, 
and at the “ Clarion *• Clluh, ijWerpodl. ]\Ioi‘eover-—and this 
point .1 AA'ish in closing to driA'e home to readers—sectional 
meetings' 6f (Socialists and progressiA;es ha.A’-e been .held during 
the Esperantp Congresses at Boulogne', .last year, at (reheA'a, and' '* 
arrangements ’ are I being made for a'^similar international, 
gathering during the Cambridge. Congress of next ‘aiifinnn.. 

“ M. X.” says, and rightly, that ..idcn-s ’ form an international, 
language. 1 j)ut, lioAveA'er, this practical question.' .Of AAdiat-, 
value are ideas unless' they, are coiiA^eyed to the minds of 
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others? Esperanto alone, by reason of its •Simplicity, p.recision. No. c.rrx-r,-. 

n-nd hv thp nniltiiiliciiv of its adliprents snlve<f v/aM WeU^^ofkck&si 2. THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. — ^ ---_ 

aiicl by me muit.ipiicity ot Its auiieients, soiAesi/a.s w ci^mcrcna^ .^ ^ TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM betwken Twb 
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woRKUHS. By E. Mal'a'tjssta. Id. - •**„ 
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HUMAK SUBMISSION. B.y Morrison I. Savift. Is. 3d.,qAost. IH.v 
THE KING AND THE ANARCHIST. 2d. 

EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By E. Reclus. Id.. ■ • 


• . . : ' .. Aodendum. • 

' .In your January issue a second article appears by “M. X.,” 

Avitli respect to which I aaosIi to make a fcAv filrthef r.emarks.. 

“ objects to a committee of scientists collaborating in 

the productidn of an . Esperanto dictionary. In using his oaa-ii 

language, IfoAA'eA'er, he necessarily conforms to. Tules framed “ -7 t:. r» tt- ' 

generations ago bv' grammarians. MoreoA'er, there .does not. FIELDS, FACIORIES 'AND WOPvKSII6 • , v ropotkin. 

Ixist .in point-of fact any “-i.iitural language ” •. •inasmucli as - n,, . “■ ’ !»•.I?'. 

^^ery child must learn its ohm' mother toilgne, and often after 
•very hard labour,. - , * 

2. Your correspondehl :ol)Adoasly depends upon idle gossip. 

He ought to have goua elseAvliere for his facts. . He tells Iioav he 

has somewhere read tliht Esperanto AA'a.s framed speciall}''to suit 

the' Latins. I aausIi to point out, lioweA^er,. that to educated thf 'Bv 

Englislmi«i aijcl Germans 70 per cent, ami, 40 per cent, of • IN GEM 

Esperanto AA'oros are respcctmly mtelligi'ble at 

8. Esperanto is' imf' arhitiary. With feiA" exceptions, its 
vocal)ulaiy is. very old, often ain old as Sanscrit; and tbere, is 
little in its grammar Ayliich dRl hot pre-exist in older tongues, 


• but'in a ]res8 exact and less SAA'iftly immageaTile form.. 
4. The remark about the inadequacy of Esperaiite 
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